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Feature 

BEEKEEPING BASICS! 
T o become a beekeeper, you need special equipment and clothing: a place 

to house the bees, clothes and tools to help you work with the bees, and 
equipment for extracting the honey and storing it. 

The veil keeps 
bees away from 
the face. 

The suit protects 
the body and is 
white in colour 
as it is calming 
for the bees. 

The tool helps clear 
resin from around 
the edges of the 
frames and is used 
to lift the frame out 
of the hive. 

The smoker 
produces a thick 
cool smoke that is 
blown into the hive 
for 5-10 minutes 
before working on 
the hive. This helps 
to calm the bees. 

This style of hive is 
known as a 
commercial hive. It 
has a brood box at 
the bottom and 
supers stacked on 
top. A lid on top 
keeps the rain out. 
A small entrance at 
the bottom of the 
hive allows bees to 
fly in and out of the 
hive. 

Experienced 
beekeepers often 
do not wear 
gloves as they 
know their bees 
well. Beginners 
are advised to 
wear gloves! 

When each 
honeycomb cell is 
full of honey, the 
bees seal it with 
wax. When it 
comes to 
harvesting the 
honey, the excess 
is brought in for 
extraction but 
some is left in the 
hive to provide 
food for the winter 
months. 

The wax caps are 
removed from the 
frames to allow 
the honey to pour 
out of the 
honeycomb. The 
frames are then 
slotted into the 
extractor and it 
spins, forcing the 
honey out and it 
collects at the 
bottom of the 
extractor. 

The honey is 
sieved through 
fine mesh, to 
remove any 
impurities, and the 
honey is jarred 
and labelled for 
selling. 

The brood box, at the bottom of the hive, is the living area for 
the bees. The Queen bee lays the eggs here and the worker 
bees collect honey to feed the hive. Inside the brood box are 
wooden frames containing wax forms, on which the bees create 
wax pockets, in which they store nectar, and in other areas 
where the queen lays eggs. 

Above the brood box are the supers. These boxes are 
separated from the brood box by a barrier to prevent 
the queen bee from laying eggs in the supers. Inside 
the supers are frames containing sheets of hexagonal-
shaped wax. From these the bees build wax 
honeycomb, storing the honey inside. 
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