The World Around Us
Tracking Sharks in the Ocean

The ocean is a big place (it covers 70% of our
earth) and is home to lots of organisms we never
see. Thanks to a research project called Ocearch, we
now have the chance to follow some of this wildlife,
almost in real time. Ocearch is carefully capturing sharks by lifting them in
specially designed cages so scientists can study them for about 15 minutes
before tagging and releasing them. Once tagged, scientists, along with the public,
can track their movements with the online
A Train Ride with
Global Shark Tracker, www.ocearch.org.
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Ladybird Survey

change this lack of knowledge by asking members of the
community, schools, naturalists and everyone who sees a
ladybird to submit their sightings through www.biology.ie.
You can download an aid from the website to help you with
identification.

Recording the April Showers

Recording the amount of rain that falls gives us a better understanding of our weather.
Unfortunately less and less data is being collected as it is becoming very expensive to maintain the
scientific equipment that records rainfall. Scientist are looking for inventive ways of collecting
this type of useful information and Rolf Hut, a scientist from Delft University of Technology in The
Netherlands, thinks he may have the answer. He has invented a prototype umbrella, which has a
built-in sensor to detect the vibrations of raindrops on the canvas. This information can then be sent
to a phone via bluetooth and uploaded to a computer, which could interpret how much rain fell. While
this type of data would not be as valuable as that from a proper rain gauge, it could be used alongside
other methods of recording rainfall to help our understanding of the weather.
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