Special Feature

Locks and Bridges

on Ireland’s Inland Waterways

As vessels travel along Ireland’s inland waterways, there are many fixed and moveable bridges and a variety of
locks to navigate under and through. Here are examples of some of them:

Lower Bann at Coleraine this
uma::nﬁlv operated by 2 Lock-Keeper

Did you know?
Most of the moving bridges are

Did you know?

Locks vary in size and depth
e.g. the length of the lock on
the Erne System is 36mtrs and
1.2mtrs deep. The length of a
lock on the Shannon Navigation
is 29.2mtrs and 1.35mtrs deep.
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Did you know?

The locks on the Shannon
Navigation and the Shannon-
Erne Waterway are hydraulically
operated while the locks along
the other navigations are
manually operated.
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which is a concrete bridge. The
moving bridges are hydraulically
operated.

Did you know!

All of the bridges built in the
last 100 years use modern
construction materials, mainly
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Did you know?

The original canal bridges which
are approximately 200 years

old were built using masonry
materials.

This information has been reproduced by kind permission of Waterways Ireland. Wa[erways l[e]a_n
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For further resources visit: http://www.waterwaysireland.org/Page
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Did you know?
Most of the bridges carry roads
over the navigations but some
are agueducts carrying canals
over roads and rivers. Some
bridges carry railways over the
navigation.
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steel and concrete.
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The Lockkeeper

A lock-keeper’s work has a
great variety to it. Apart from
controlling water levels the
lockkeeper also puts the
various boats through the
lock, writes boat permits for
these boats and maintains
the lock itself.
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