Features

hen the conditions are right, hurricanes form over warm
ocean waters. These are severe tropical storms, or cyclones,
and normally occur in the Western Atlantic Ocean, around the
Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico and in the North Pacific off Mexico.
In these areas, hurricane season is officially from 1st June until the
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Naming Hurricanes

Parents who are expecting a baby often spend many days and weeks
trying to think of the perfect name for their new baby but the
scientists who name hurricanes don’t have that problem.
To help scientists identify individual hurricanes and tropical
storms, a simple name was found to be the easiest way to keep
track of them as they moved around the ocean. The World
Meteorological Organisation uses six lists of names, using one list
each year until all the lists are used, and then they go back to the
start again. Each list has a man or woman’s name for every letter of the alphabet,
except Q, U, X, Y and Z. The only time a name is “retired” is if a hurricane proved to
be very deadly or costly. That name will then be replaced with a new name.
The names for the 2008 season are: Arthur, Bertha, Cristobal, Dolly, Edouard, Fay,
Gustav, Hanna, Ike, Josephine, Kyle, Laura, Marco, Nana, Omar, Paloma, Rene,
Sally, Teddy, Vicky and Wilfred.

Atmospheric Administration,
tracks tropical storms and
hurricanes. They look at
satellite images and have brave
pilots who actually fly into
hurricanes and tropical storms
to collect data.
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