Aquatic Life

Barnacles

t first glance you might think that barnacles
are shells and that they might be related in
some way to the limpet. However, they are
actually not related to them at all, but belong to
the same group of animals as crabs and prawns.
This group is known as crustaceans. These animals
usually have a hard, shell-like skeleton. The shell
that covers the body and protects the soft parts
inside. Though crabs and prawns are free-living,
in that they move about on the shore, barnacles
are not free-living but spend their adult life stuck
to rocks or other hard surfaces, often forming
thick blankets of cover.
If you look very closely with your magnifying
glass, you can see that the animal is protected by
a chalky “shell” made up of plates. The animal is
actually living upside down, with an opening in
the centre that is covered by small plates. When
tightly closed, it protects the animal inside and
stops it drying out when uncovered by water for
long periods. The barnacle feeds in water by
opening the centre plates, extending its legs to
feed on the tiny particles present.
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The Acorn Barnacle: Barnacles are usually found on the
middle and lower shores where they can filter feed when
covered with the tide.
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Goose Barnacles & Buoy Barnacles
This is an unusual type of barnacle that is sometimes found washed
up on the beach. It normally spends its life out at sea, attached to
floating objects such as boats or driftwood. It holds on using a long
flexible brown stalk that can be partly withdrawn. This stalk is
actually part of its head. The Goose Barnacle’s shell is up to 5cm long
and is made up of 5 white-to-bluish-grey plates set on dark brown
skin. It feeds in the same way as other barnacles, by filtering tiny
particles from the water. It is names after its resemblance to a goose!
A relative of the Goose Barnacle was found on many beaches in West
Cork this summer (see page 1). The Buoy Barnacle , which as it grows
secretes its own spongy float, is sometimes cast up in large numbers,
especially on south-western shores.
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